A longitudinal follow-up study of autistic symptoms in children and adults with duplications of 15q11-13.
We completed a longitudinal follow-up of autistic symptoms in a cohort of children and young adults with duplications of chromosome 15q11-13. In our initial investigation of 29 individuals, tentative conclusions were drawn based on cross-sectional data suggesting that autistic symptoms increased with age, most specifically in the area of social interaction. We were able to re-assess 22 individuals from the original study an average of 7 years later using the same standardized autism screening measure. As predicted, autistic symptoms were found to increase for the younger children in the cohort but remained constant for the older participants. This global change in autistic symptoms among the younger children could not be ascribed to any particular autism subscale and reflects small but cumulatively significant increases across several domains.